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above such ignoble feelings ; but, as the author of the latter
work complains, their less magnanimous colleagues were
but too prone to call one another fools and asses, to the
injury of their own class and the delight of irreligious lay-
men. Nor was this abuse rendered less offensive by being
wrapped up in punning and pedantic verses like this1 :

f

o

" Thou art not worthy to be advanced ; nay, thou art nothing more
than half of the opposite of * advanced ' ! "

The opposite of" advanced " (mugaddaftt) is " postponed"
(mu'akhkhar), and the second half of the latter word, khar,
is the Persian for an ass. This is a refined specimen of
mullds' wit : for a much coarser one the curious reader may
refer to an interchange of badinage between Mulld Mirzi
Muhammad-i-Shirwdnf the Turk and Aqd Jamdl of Lsfahdn
recorded in the Qisasu'l-Ulamd*. That some mitllds had
the sense to recognize their own rather than their neigh-
bours' limitations is, however, shown by a pleasant anecdote
related in the same work3 of Jamalu'd-Dfn Muhammad ibn
Husayn-i-Khwclnsarf. As a judge he was in receipt of a
salary of four thousand ttimdns a year. One day four
persons successively put to him four questions, to each of
which he replied, " I do not know." A certain high official
who was present said to him, " You receive from the King
four thousand ttimdns to know, yet here to everyone who
asks you a question you reply * I do not know/" " I receive
these four thousand ttimdns" replied the mulld, " for those
things which I do know. If I required a salary for what I
do not know, even the Royal Treasury would be unable to
pay it"

Lucknow ed, second part, p. 165; Tihran ed.,
p. 281.

2  Ibid.) Lucknow ed., second part, p. 52 ; Tihra'n ed., pp. 200-1.

3  Ibid.) Lucknow ed., second part, p. 50 ; Tihran ed., p. 199.